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Hope lives here!

The Cathedral Community
296 Flower City Park, Rochester, NY 14615
(585) 254-3221
www.cathedralcommunity.org ~ cathedralcommunity(@dor.org

Our Mission Statement
We are an urban, Roman Catholic parish that worships and gathers
at the Cathedral of the Diocese of Rochester.
Our mission is to reach all in our community and beyond,
teach the word of God, and send forth ministers of the Gospel.

MASS AND CONFESSION TIMES
Celebration of the Eucharist

Monday-Friday 6:30 am & 12:10 pm
Saturday 8:00 am; Vigil—4:00 pm
Sunday 7:00,9:15 & 11:15 am, 5:00 pm
Celebration of Penance

Friday 4:45 -5:15 pm

Saturday 2:30-3:30 pm & 7:45 - 8:15 pm
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
Arrangements for Anointing of the Sick/Communion, Baptism,
and Marriage may be made by calling the Church Office.

THE CATHEDRAL SHOP HOURS
Monday-Thursday 10:00 am - 4 pm
Sundays 9:30 am - 12:30 pm, 4:30 - 6:30 pm
For inquiries, please call 254-3221, x102

December 4, 2011

This Sunday is Penny Sunday. Please be generous! Thank you!

Pastoral Perspectives

There was once an elderly gentleman on a
train trip, who asked a fellow passenger, "Do you
have any grandchildren?" "Yes" was the reply.
Then he asked another passenger: "Do you have
any grandchildren?" "No," was the reply. "Then
move over," the old man said, triumphantly, "I
want to tell you about mine!"

As we read the opening verses in Mark's Gospel, we can
almost hear him saying: "Move over, | want to tell you the Good
News about God. I want to tell you about the great God Almighty
coming to us in Jesus Christ. Move over, everybody, and listen."
Then he opens his Gospel with these words: "The beginning of the
Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of God" (Mk 1:1). He then
quotes from the Old Testament Book of Isaiah: "Look, I am going
to send my messenger before you. He will prepare your way. A
voice cries in the wilderness, 'prepare a way for the Lord, make
His path straight."" And so it was, Mark tells us, "that John the

Baptist appeared in the wilderness," saying "Someone is following
Continued on page 2...

~N Tuesday, December 6 from 6-8 pm in the Rectory
9l Hall, our Youth will be offering a free spaghetti dinner
TMV\ w & presentation about their trip to Indianapolis. This is a
- special thank you to everyone who supported the them
in one way or another. All we ask is that you let us

know ahead of time if you plan to attend so we will know how many to
expect. Youth representatives will be in the Narthex after all Masses

this weekend taking reservations. Stop by and let them know you’ll
be there!

Thursday, December 8 is the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception and a Holy Day of
Obligation.  The Mass schedule is as follows:
6:30am, 12;10 pm & 5:20 pm.
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me, someone who is more powerful that [ am, and I am not fit
to kneel down and undo the strap of his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit. (Mk 1:8).

It is clear that the ministry of John was mighty effective,
for the people flocked out to listen to him, and to submit to his
baptism. Why was it that John made such an impact upon his
nation?

John was a man who lived his message. Not only his
words, but his whole life was a protest. There was the place in
which he stayed. He stayed in the wilderness. Between the
center of Judaea and the Dead Sea there lies one of the most
terrible deserts in the world. It is a limestone desert, warped
and twisted. Here John chose to live. He was no city dweller.
He was a man from the desert with its solitude and desolation.
And it was there he spent a lot of time alone and listened to
God.

He wore a garment woven of camel's hair and a leather
belt about his waist. So did Elijah. To look at John the Baptist
was to be reminded, not of the fashionable of the day, but of
the ancient prophets who lived close to the great simplicities
and avoided the soft luxuries which could kill the soul.

There was the food he ate - Locusts and wild honey. We
are not sure whether this referred to a kind of bean or nut, the
carob, which was the food of the poorest of the poor. The
honey can be the honey the wild bees made in some hollow
tree. In any event, John's diet was meager.

So John the Baptist emerges. The man was the message
and people listened to him. His message was effective because
he told the people what in their heart they knew, and he
brought them what in the depths of their heart they were
waiting for. The Jews had a saying “If Israel would only keep
the law of God perfectly for one day the Kingdom of God
would come." When John summoned people to repentance he
was confronting them with a choice and a decision that they
knew in their heart of hearts they ought to make. The people of
Israel were well aware that for three hundred years the voice of
prophecy had been silent. They were waiting for some
authentic word from God. Ad in John they heard it.

There is an old rabbinical story in which a farmer named
Isaac goes to an adjoining farm and asks if he can borrow the
neighbor's donkey. "I'm sorry," the neighbor says, "but my
donkey is already out on loan." Thereupon, the donkey begins
to bray from within the stable, "But I can hear it bray,” says
Isaac. To which the neighbor replies, "Who are you going to
believe, the donkey or me?"

As Christmas season moves in to high gear - whom are we
going to believe —the culture and retailers who tell us that love
is measured by the amount of money we spend for this holiday
or John the Baptist who says, turn within and prepare a way for
the Lord?

e  Thought for the week: “The pain passes, but the beauty
remains” (Pierre-Auguste Renoir).

e  Smile for the week: ‘“Now, how many of you would like
to go to heaven?” asked the Sunday school teacher. All
the eager four year olds raised their hands except Tommy.
“I’m sorry, I can’t. My mother told me to come right home
after Sunday school.

God bless! Have a wonderful week!
Fr. Kevin McKenna
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Scripture Study for Next Sunday

64

Z7#==¢ Next Sunday, December 11, 2011, is the

Third Sunday of Advent. The readings will
be: Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11; 1Thessalonians 5:16-24; and
John 1:6-8, 19-28.

The pink candle that we will light on the Advent
wreath next Sunday is a symbol of the joy reflected in
the readings we will hear proclaimed at Mass. The
prophet Isaiah will announce the restoration of Zion,
following the Babylonian exile. What God promises to
do for the people of Israel—heal the brokenhearted,
liberate captives, release prisoners, relieve the poor —
are the same works of salvation that God promises to
everyone and wants to accomplish in our lives.

In his letter to the Thessalonians, St. Paul
challenges us to see God’s good work in every event of
our lives, even in the midst of trial. Paul encourages us
to “rejoice always and to pray without ceasing,” to
recognize, in every situation, something that deserves
our gratitude. In this way we allow the Spirit to move
freely in our lives, urging us to the fullness of life God
intends for us. We also are to be confident that God,
who has called us to this way of life, will help us
achieve it.

John the Baptist, a prominent figure in our Advent
readings, is a colorful example of the life to which we
are called. We are encouraged not to be distracted by
the frenzied activity of the world around us, but to
prepare our minds and hearts to watch for Jesus and to
be able to recognize him when he comes. John
redirects the attention from himself and his ministry to
the one for whom he prepares, to God who has come
into our midst and who invites us to recognize him (in
Eucharist, in one another, in the most vulnerable
among us) and to know him.

Rose Davis

ADVENT GIVING TREE

Social Ministry & Outreach is sponsoring
the Advent Giving Tree project to assist needy
families referred by Catholic Family Center this
holiday season.

We ask that you please follow these
directions: Choose an ornament from the tree, purchase an
appropriate gift, return the gift unwrapped by Sunday,
December 11 to the Church Office [Monday-Friday
between 8:30 am-4:30 pm). Suggested gift items are
posted by the tree.

If you would like to help sort, wrap, and/or deliver gifts,
please notify the Church Office at 254-3221.

We will get together starting at 12:30 pm
THIS SUNDAY, December 4 in the Convent
Multi-Purpose Room to make scarves for the
Nepali refugees. Call Sharon Herring at
254-3221, 109 for more details.



LITURGY CORNER
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Breakfast with St. Nicholas

Come and have breakfast with
Santa and participate in other fun
activities on Saturday, December 10
from 10 am—1 pm. Tickets can be
purchased after all Masses this
weekend or from the Church Office.
Tickets are $2.00 each, for a family
of up to 6 people. Come join the
holiday fun!!!
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Gifts of Love 201 1—Angels of Music & Doves
30th Annual Ornament Sale

Meaningful gift-giving to benefit Friends of the
Orphans in Haiti. Ornaments hand-crafted in white
ceramic at the School of the Holy Childhood are unique
each year.

The angels and doves come gift—packaged for a
donation of $6. The Social Ministry and Outreach group
will be selling them on December 3 & 4 and 10 & 11 after
all Masses in the narthex, & after Dady Brothers Advent
Concert on December 11. Thank you for your support.

Thanksgiving Basket Update

) (@&
)& ( &
( * !+ (*1 *
) (O )«
( & #
Yoo & %$ (
(.
( O T
( s(0 (!
+ ) o
< 9 ((
. (4 () rons




