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The Cathedral Community
296 Flower City Park, Rochester, NY 14615
(585) 254-3221
www.cathedralcommunity.org ~ cathedralcommunity@dor.org

Our Mission Statement
We are an urban, Roman Catholic parish that worships and gathers
at the Cathedral of the Diocese of Rochester.
Our mission is to reach all in our community and beyond,
teach the word of God, and send forth ministers of the Gospel.

MASS AND CONFESSION TIMES
Celebration of the Eucharist

Monday-Friday
Saturday
Sunday

6:30 am & 12:10 pm
8:00 am; Vigil—4:00 pm

7:00, 9:15 & 11:15 am, 5:00 pm

Celebration of Penance

Friday
Saturday

4:45 - 5:15 pm
2:30-3:30 pm & 7:45 - 8:15 pm
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Monday-Friday

8:30 am - 4:30 pm

Arrangements for Anointing of the Sick/Communion, Baptism,
and Marriage may be made by calling the Church Office.

THE CATHEDRAL SHOP HOURS

Monday-Thursday
Sundays

10:00 am - 4 pm
9:30 am - 12:30 pm, 4:30 - 6:30 pm

For inquiries, please call 254-3221, x102

January 29, 2012

Please stop by the Census Tables TODAY
to verify your information
for our Parish records!
(Details on Page 3.)

Pastoral Perspectives

A farmer had a very beautiful horse of
which he was very proud. One day he drove
him into town and carefully tied the animal to
the hitching post in front of the general store.
Two thieves, passing through the town spied
the handsome horse and decided steal it. They
also decided on a clever strategy to carry out their plan. One of
them untied the horse and rode swiftly away. The other
remained by the post. When the farmer emerged from the store
and saw that his horse was gone, he was about to shout for help
when the conspirator walked up to him. In a sad, low tone, he
said, “Sir, | am your horse. Years ago I sinned and for my sins I
was punished. I was changed into a horse. Today my sentence
is over, and | can be released if you will be so kind.” The
farmer was dumbfounded, yet touched by the story. So he sent
the man away wishing him luck in his new life. Several weeks
later the farmer went to a fair in a neighboring town. Great was
his surprise to see his own horse for sale there. After gazing
long at the animal to make sure that his eyes did not deceive
him, he walked over and whispered in the horse’s ear, “So ...
you’ve sinned again!”

When we sin again, even though we don’t turn into a horse,
our humanity is diminished. And we are called to repentance,
which means to restore our lost humanity, to transform
ourselves into the fully human person God wants us to be.

The gospel writers tell us that Jesus was criticized by
haughty Pharisees for many things. They criticized him for
associating with sinners. They said to Jesus’ disciples, “Why
does your Master eat with tax collectors and sinners?” Hearing
this, Jesus replies, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but
the sick. Indeed, I did not come to call the virtuous, but sinners.
Jesus was saying: “I did not come to invite people who are so
self-satisfied that they are convinced of their own goodness and
that they do not need anyone’s help; I came to invite people

who are very conscious of their sin and desperately aware of
Continued on page 2...
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their need for a savior.” He was saying, “It is only those
who know how much they need me who can accept my
invitation.

A theologian once presented the following case:
Suppose that during the past week, a young wife gave birth
to her first baby. Suppose further that, as she held her new
baby in her arms and was enjoying the blessings of
motherhood, someone came up to her and said, “how much
do you want for that child?” Of course she would show no
interest in such a proposal and would be offended at even
the suggestion that her precious babe was for sale. But the
stranger is persistent, and offers her five thousand dollars,
then five hundred thousand dollars, then ten million. The
offers are in vain because the mother would simply press
the baby closer to her and reply, “My baby is worth more to
me than all the world.”

Why doesn’t she sell her baby? Because she looks
forward to thousands of dirty diapers and sleepless nights
with a restless or sick child? No, it is because she has
chosen to value this tiny person on a higher level. The true
worth of this baby resides not in its physical appearance but
in the personhood. This is the image of God. This is a life
and I have helped God create it.

It is not the case that God loves sinners more than he
loves non-sinners. God does not play favorites, one way or
the other.

The Gospel truth is that God’s love is the same for all of
us. The Gospel truth is that we are all sinners, including
those righteous among us who feel they have no need to
repent. A man who had no children asked the father of four,
“Why do you love your children the way you do?” The
father pondered the question for a while then he said simply,
“Because they’re mine.”

Ask God, deep down in your praying heart, “Why do
you love your sinful children the way you do?” And if you
are really listening, you will hear Him say, “Because they’re
mine.”

o Thought for the week: Reputation can be made in a
moment, but character takes a lifetime.

e Smile for the week: There is only one beautiful child in
the world and every parent has it!

God bless! Have a wonderful week!
Fr. Kevin McKenna

Snow Angels Needed

The All-Star Scholars program is in need of some snow
angels to help as substitute tutors during the months of
February and March. Please call Joann White at 647-1980 or
Carol and Marian Kuenzig at 647-1507. Thank you!
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Scripture Study for Next Sunday

Z7#==¢ Next Sunday, February 4, 2012 is the Fifth
Sunday of Ordinary Time. The readings will be:
Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46; 1 Corinthians 10:31—11:1;
and Mark 1:40-45.

In Jesus’ time, a person with a skin disease, most
particularly leprosy, was considered a severe threat to
the community. There were very specific rules about
lepers. They were to live apart from others, they were
to dress in torn clothing so that they were easily
recognizable, and they were to call out the word
“unclean” as they traveled about, in order to warn
others of their proximity.

Not only was their illness threatening but, at the
time, it was felt that these type of misfortune was
God’s punishment for sinfulness. The sick person,
therefore, was also considered a sinner and a threat to
the spiritual welfare of the community as well. When
we understand these things, the actions of Jesus in next
Sunday’s Gospel reading are even more meaningful.
Jesus encounters a man with leprosy. The Ileper
approaches Jesus and expresses faith that Jesus can
heal him. The Scriptures say that Jesus was “moved
with pity...he stretched out his hand and touched him.”

When a person touched a leper, that person too,
became an outcast. Jesus risked the social
consequences of his actions in order to heal the man.
Not only did he heal him physically, but once he had
been healed, the man could present himself to the priest
who could confirm the healing and allow him to return
to the community. The leper’s faithful encounter with
Jesus was the beginning of his return to wholeness.
Jesus’ example encourages us, first of all, to notice
those who are outcasts in our community — those who
are isolated from us and are in need. Jesus also
challenges us to risk our own comfort in order to touch
the life of another person, particularly those most alone
and in need of healing.

Rose Davis

1) Come join us this Sunday, January 29 to
welcome the youth of Resurrection Parish
starting with 5:00 pm Mass followed by a tour
and then pizza party!

2) Attention: Middle Schoolers — Friday,
February 10 we’re going to St. Mary’s Dugan Center for an
overnight lock-in called “Island Adventure.” Starts at 6 pm
Friday overnight to 5 pm Saturday. Cost is $15 per person
(The Church will cover part!), but you MUST call Sharon
Herring, Youth Minister at 278-4075 by Friday, February 3.
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Catholic Ministry Appeal Update

We have made our goal! Thanks to everyone who contributed. It is not too late to make
a donation. Once we have made full payment on our pledged goal, we receive half of the
overage back! So far, $73,481.02 has been paid of our pledge amount $78,819.00.
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Fathers for Good

A program open to all men!

Thursday, February 2 from 7 - 8 PM

Sacred Heart Cathedral, Rectory Hall

“Fatherly Feelings — Saying I'm Sorry”
Explore, share, and celebrate fatherhood, as we reflect
on how and when to apologize, and listening with more

than just our ears.
For inquiries, call Sean at (585) 301-8614.

Ladies: Come Help Make Valentine’s for Shut-ins

parish to come and make valentines for our %%
sick and shut-ins. We also will be celebrating | 177,722,
all the birthdays with a cake. This is happen on Ly
February 7, 2012 at 6:30 pm. There will be
drinks and snacks . There are only two things we would like
you to bring “YOURSELF” and a pair of scissors. Looking
forward to seeing all of you there...

Vol

SAVE-THE-DATE

Euchre Party sponsored by Parish Life: Friday, February
24,2012. Tickets go on sale February 11!

Lady’s Guild invites all the women of the

Mental lliness Awareness

The Diocesan Public Policy Committee is asking us to
learn more about mental illness and its treatment, especially
as it relates to young people. Regardless of income or health
insurance status, families looking for psychiatric care often
have a hard time finding it when and where they need it.

“I therefore encourage the efforts of those who strive to
ensure that all mentally ill people are given access to
necessary forms of care and treatment.”

- Pope Benedict XVI

Special Olympics

Sacred Heart Cathedral’s Knights of Columbus Council
15118 is raising money for the Special Olympics. Brother
Knight John D’ Armiento is participating in the Polar Plunge
on February 12. Donations can be made directly to the
Special Olympic web site at www.specialolympics.org, just
enter John’s supporter ID: 349554206 or give him a call at
(585) 329-9676 if you would like to make a donation.

“P¥) Praying with Color Workshop

Monday, February 6, 9 am—12 Noon at the Mercy
Prayer Center, 65 Highland Avenue, Rochester, NY 14620.
This workshop is for everyone — you need not be an artist.
Bring your colored pencils and plan for a morning of
coloring/praying. Facilitator: Bonnie Matthaides. Fee: $25.
Call (585) 473-6893 to register.
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IMPORTANT: Parish Census Taking Place

This weekend and next (February 4/5) The
Cathedral Community will be conducting its first census
since becoming one parish.

The census will be administered before and after
our weekend liturgies,
and consists of simply et B
reviewing & updating
your current Census
Form or completing one
for the first time. Please
enable us to improve
our records and serve He—
you better. Thank youl! T

SUPER BOWL PARTY/
CHILI COOK-OFF
Sunday, February 5
5-11pm

NOW STARTING AT 5:00 pm! Stay as long
(or as short) as you would like! Pizza, wings, snacks
and great chili will be served. The game will be on, so
come and cheer your favorite team with your friends.

Tickets are $10 per person or $25 per family. They
will be on sale after all Masses and in the Cathedral
Shop.

If you’d like to submit your chili for the cook-off,

call Nancy Sanzotta at 723-4621. Rr— &
e | j

A Heartfelt Thank You

Thank you to all who purchased and sold the Christmas
ornaments which were hand-crafted and packaged by the
School of the Holy Childhood for the World Hunger/Haiti
Task Forces. Your donation benefited children in Rochester
and in Haiti. Have a wonderful New Year!

~ Annette Hunt/Social Ministry

Call for Nominations

St. John Fisher College announces a call for nominations for
The Fannie & Sam Constantino First Generation Scholarship
Program. This unique scholarship program is designed to provide
financial and academic assistance to high school students who
exhibit a high degree of motivation and academic potential, and
whose parents did not graduate from a post-secondary institution.
Each year, up to 24 students are offered the First Generation
Scholarship.  Recipients receive yearly awards ranging from
$5,000 to one half the total cost of tuition and room and board.

Eligible students should apply to St. John Fisher College and
then complete the on-line scholarship application found at
www.sjfc.edu/freshman/admissions. The deadline for application
is February 1, 2012. Questions about the program may be
addressed to the Office of Freshman Admissions at (585) 385-8064.






