
 

December 11, 2011 MASS AND CONFESSION TIMES 

Celebration of the Eucharist 

Monday-Friday  6:30 am & 12:10 pm 

Saturday   8:00 am; Vigil—4:00 pm 

Sunday    7:00, 9:15 & 11:15 am, 5:00 pm 

Celebration of Penance 

Friday    4:45 - 5:15 pm 

Saturday   2:30 - 3:30 pm & 7:45 - 8:15 pm 

 

Most Rev. Matthew H. Clark, Bishop of Rochester 

PARISH  STAFF 

Pastor    Rev. Kevin McKenna, x110 

     mckenna@dor.org 

Parochial Vicar  Rev. Edison Tayag, x112 

     etayag@dor.org 

Senior Priest  Rev. John Mulligan 

Pastoral Associate Rose Culligan Davis, x113 

     rdavis@dor.org 

Deacons    John Giugno 

     jgiugno@rochester.rr.com 

     Lynn Kershner 

     dcnlynn@yahoo.com 

Bookkeeper/Shop  

Manager   Lynn Marra, x102 

     lmarra@dor.org 

Facilities Manager John Bridgeman, 254-8570 

     jbridgeman@dor.org 

Faith Formation   

Administrator          Marianne Himmelsbach, x108 

 mhimmelsbach@dor.org                              

Youth Minister        Sharon Herring, x109 

                                 sherring@dor.org 

Music Minister  Ginny Miller, x124 

     miller@dor.org  

Parish Pastoral   

Visitors                    Sr. Joan Hilbert, RSM, x106 

 shilbert@dor.org 

                                 Sr. Patricia Pullman, SSJ, x300 

                                    pullman@dor.org 

Secretary   Pamela Rickerl, x104 

     prickerl@dor.org 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday-Friday  8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

Arrangements for Anointing of the Sick/Communion, Baptism,  

and Marriage may be made by calling the Church Office. 

 

THE CATHEDRAL SHOP HOURS 

Monday-Thursday 10:00 am - 4 pm 

Sundays    9:30 am - 12:30 pm, 4:30 - 6:30 pm 

For inquiries, please call 254-3221, x102 

Our Mission Statement 

We are an urban, Roman Catholic parish that worships and gathers 

at the Cathedral of the Diocese of Rochester. 

Our mission is to reach all in our community and beyond, 

teach the word of God, and send forth ministers of the Gospel. 

The Cathedral Community 

296 Flower City Park, Rochester, NY 14615 

(585) 254-3221 

www.cathedralcommunity.org ~ cathedralcommunity@dor.org 

 Pastoral Perspectives     

  

 These year-end days are short and kind of 

dreary; there is very little natural light and our 

energy is flagging. We need Advent. We need 

to be drawn into looking forward, into 

preparation for the great day of God. In Advent 

we keep going through the dark, fuelled by 

hope and propelled by our own sense of mission. 

 Today’s gospel draws us towards John the Baptist, our 

Advent prophet. This is the man who is totally faithful to the 

mission given to him by God.  His job is to point to Jesus Christ 

the Messiah. He actually began that work while still in his 

mother’s womb, leaping for joy when the young pregnant 

Virgin Mary came to visit her cousin Elizabeth. 

 In Advent we come to the amazing realization that God 

calls us, like John the Baptist, to point to the Messiah in all the 

places that we live.  Advent expresses the complexity of our 

world… yearning for the light, needing the straight path, 

waiting with an unreasonable expectation of goodness. 

 In my younger days I used to watch a television show  

         Continued on page 2... 

Hope lives here! 

DADY BROTHERS & FRIENDS 

Advent Concert 

 

THIS SUNDAY, December 11 

2:00 pm 

 

Come join John and Joe Dady and their special guests:  

Cathedral singers (including our pastor!); 

Susan Kieren, oboe; and Lynda Dimitroff, cello; 

and the Cathedral Bell Choir 

for this crowd pleasing seasonal program. 

 

Free will offering accepted. 

Reminder: AED Training this weekend after Saturday 4 pm, 

and Sunday 9:15 am, 11:15 am & 5 pm Masses.  Meet Sharon 

Herring by the Welcome Center! 
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called “What’s My Line?” A guest would appear who 

would answer questions posed by a panel of celebrities who 

would try to guess what the mystery guest’s occupation 

was, to what the guest’s life was dedicated. Their questions 

could only be answered by terse “yes” or “no” responses 

from the guest. 

 Today’s gospel account has John the Baptist  answering 

questions from experts who are trying to find out just who 

he is and what he is all about. Who or what does he 

represent? To whom or to what is he dedicated? In response 

to their guesses, he gives them an abrupt and emphatic 

“No!” In the end, of course, they fail to recognize who he 

really is, and so he tells them simply, “I am a voice.” 

 Suppose you were asked what you are all about. To 

whom is your life dedicated? To what is your life 

dedicated? What part do you play in the great scheme of 

things?  If some day it becomes a crime to be a Christian, 

would there be enough evidence to convict you? 

 We all end up being identified as representing 

something; we are all a voice for something, even though 

we speak no words at all. Our actions speak louder than our 

words. Our actions give voice to what we are all about. 

 Advent is the time we give attention to the coming of 

God into our humanity, into our personal lives. It is that 

mysterious time of the year when we recognize the tension 

between what already is and what is yet to be, between what 

we are and what we can be; between what has been 

accomplished and what remains to unfinished in our 

personal lives. 

 In a large New England parish it was the custom for the 

church leaders to go on retreat each Advent Season. There 

they would plan the major activity for the Christmas 

Season. At one such retreat they decided on a big Christmas 

pageant. When it came time to map out the production they 

got into a long discussion on how to symbolize Jesus in the 

manger. They didn’t want to use a doll or a statue. They 

decided to put a light in the manger. They did this very 

tastefully so that throughout the pageant a warm glow of 

light would shine out from the crib. 

 On opening night the church hall was packed, the 

audience was expectant. When the curtain went up all the 

principles realized that something was wrong. Then 

everyone heard that director say in a voice, just above a 

whisper, “Hey George, you forgot to turn on Jesus.” 

 Among all of your fondest Christmas expectations, for 

an honest and truly “Merry Christmas” don’t forgot to turn 

on Jesus. Don’t forget to turn on love. 

 

• Thought for the week: If you’re headed in the wrong 

direction of life, God allows U-turns. 

• Smile for the week: “I’d move heaven and earth to be 

able to break 100 on this course,” sighed Mac, the 

golfer. “Try heaven,” advised the caddie. “You’ve 

already moved most of the earth. 

 

God bless! Have a wonderful week! 

Fr. Kevin McKenna 

Next Sunday, December 18, 2011, is the 

Fourth Sunday of Advent.  The readings will 

be:  2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16; Romans 16:25-27; 

and Luke 1:26-38.  

 Next Sunday’s readings focus on God’s 

faithfulness. What God promises, God will always 

work to bring to fulfillment and completion.  Our 

reading from Luke’s Gospel is the annunciation story, 

the angel Gabriel appearing to Mary and revealing her 

role as Jesus’ mother.  Gabriel says “…you will 

conceive and bear a son….he will be great and will be 

called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 

give him the throne of David his father, and he will 

rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 

kingdom there will be no end.”  The birth of Jesus 

fulfills the promise God makes to David in today’s first 

reading, “I will raise up your heir…sprung from your 

loins, and I will make his kingdom firm.  I will be a 

father to him, and he shall be a son to me.  Your house 

and your kingdom will endure forever....” 

 Both David and Mary cooperated with God, 

each ,in their own way, trusted God’s ability and intent.  

Neither could have imagined the way in which God 

would work in their lives.  However, today’s readings 

don’t focus on David and Mary’s cooperation but 

rather, on God’s faithfulness.  Both our psalm and our 

second reading praise God’s faithfulness.  The psalmist 

says “forever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.”  St. 

Paul praises “the only wise God” who brings about 

“the obedience of faith.” 

 These readings on the Fourth Sunday of Advent 

emphasize the hopefulness of this season.  God has 

invited us to receive his son, Jesus, and the 

transforming power of his love in our lives.  God 

knows, better than we do, that our own limitations will 

get in the way.  Today’s readings remind us that it is 

God who has invited us to receive Jesus and that, if we 

will just open ourselves, it is God who will enable us to 

receive Him. 

 The Advent challenge is to be open, and to do what 

we can to help open the hearts of others. 

          Rose Davis 

Scripture Study for Next Sunday 

Christmas Flowers 

 

 Anyone wishing to make a donation toward 

Christmas flowers in memory of, or in honor of,  

a loved one, may do so by dropping an envelope 

into the collection basket with their name, their 

loved one’s name and their donation.  Memorialized names will be 

posted during the Christmas season. 

 NO YOUTH DROP-IN this weekend.   

  

 Come watch the young women’s 

ensemble at the Dady Advent Concert at 

2:00 pm on Sunday, December 11. 
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 Your contribution is such a blessing to our parish, as 

well as our diocese! Thank you to all those who have 

already pledged your contribution.   

Catholic Ministries Appeal 

Help Us to Recycle 

 This is a reminder that we collect used ink 

cartridges, old cell phones, old digital cameras, and 

now we will also be recycling old laptops and tablets. Please 

drop them off in or near the lime green collection box on the desk 

at the Ridgeway Avenue end of the narthex.  All proceeds earned 

from recycled products will go to enhance our Children’s Faith 

Formation programs.  Thank you for your support! 

          LITURGY CORNER 

“And when [He] comes, [He] finds 

the house swept and put in order.”  

-Luke 11:25 

  

 We will be cleaning the Church from top to bottom for the 

holidays.  If you have a couple hours to lend a hand, we will be 

working on Saturday, December 17 & Friday, December 23.  

Please call Bonnie at 254-0174 or Pamela at 254-3221, x104, if 

you are interested in helping. 

Taking time to prepare for our Sunday 

Celebration~~~  

 

Collect Prayer for the 4th Sunday of Advent 

Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, 

your grace into our hearts, 

that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ your Son 

was made known by the message of an Angel, 

may by his Passion and Cross 

be brought to the glory of his Resurrection. 

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy  

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 The sentiments of this Collect prayer overwhelm me.  It is 

all encompassing of the mysteries of our faith.  How do we 

move into this prayer experience?  Let’s begin with the 

petition in the prayer—Pour forth,….your grace into our 

hearts….do we grasp that grace is ever present.  Bernard 

Lonergan, SJ defines it this way: “Grace, the holy energy, 

doing that which God desires!  Expands beyond ordinary 

choice to include choice transcending self and others.”  Come 

into God’s presence, be in the silence and let Lonergan’s 

words become alive in you.   

 Now or during another time of prayer read the Collect 

slowly and prayerfully.  Let the words speak and or let 

yourself sit with the account of the Annunciation (1:26-38).  

See the unfolding of grace, the responding to grace and the 

total transformation of all creation in the “YES” of Mary.  

 How do you see grace unfolding in your life?  What are 

you reading to deepen your relationship with Christ?  What 

grace do you desire? 

 Happy Advent!   Be faithful to prayer!------ 

Holidays & Faith Formation 

Sunday, December 18—Family Mass, 9:15 am 

 No religious education classes. 

 Children who will be participating in the 

Christmas Pageant on Christmas Eve will meet in 

the nursery after the 11:15 Mass.   

Saturday, December 24—Family Mass &  

 Christmas Pageant, 4:00 pm 

Sunday, December 25—No religious education  

 classes 

Sunday, January 1—No religious education classes 

Sunday, January 8—Religious education classes 

 resume. 
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 The volunteers at the MEEK Food Cupboard express their 

appreciation for the monetary contribution from Angel Food 

Ministries & the Penny Sunday Fund.  Your assistance in 

supporting our organization has enabled us to feed the less 

fortunate the past 35 years. 

 We hope for your continued support.  If you are interested in 

becoming a volunteer, please contact Charles Murrman at         

944-3093. 
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 The Cathedral Community welcomes Carol Wynne, our new 

Finance Director.  Carol formerly served as the Business Manager 

for Peace of Christ Parish.  We are excited about working with 

Carol, and are happy that she will be sharing her many talents and 

skills with us. 
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