
 

December 18, 2011 

Our Mission Statement 

We are an urban, Roman Catholic parish that worships and gathers 

at the Cathedral of the Diocese of Rochester. 

Our mission is to reach all in our community and beyond, 

teach the word of God, and send forth ministers of the Gospel. 

The Cathedral Community 

296 Flower City Park, Rochester, NY 14615 

(585) 254-3221 

www.cathedralcommunity.org ~ cathedralcommunity@dor.org 

Hope lives here! 

Christmas Flowers 

 

 Anyone wishing to make a donation toward 

Christmas flowers in memory of, or in honor of,  a 

loved one, may do so by dropping an envelope into 

the collection basket with their name, their loved 

one’s name and their donation.  Memorialized names will be posted 

during the Christmas season. 

PRAYER, PENANCE & EUCHARIST THIS WEEK 

 

Advent Morning Prayer 

A quiet, prayerful half-hour to begin a busy day. 

Monday-Wednesday, December 19, 20, 21—8:30 am 

 

Opportunities for Confession (2 confessors available) 

Friday, December 23: 4:45—5:45 pm 

Saturday,  December 24: 2—3 pm 

NOTE: There are NO evening confessions on December 24. 

 

Christmas Masses 

Saturday, December 24 

4:00 pm—Family Mass with Pageant 

6:00 pm—Christmas Vigil 

Midnight —Bishop Clark presiding 

(11:30 pm—Special Choral Program)  

 

Sunday, December 25 

7:00, 9:15 & 11:15 am 

NOTE: There is NO 5:00 pm Mass Christmas Day. 

 * PLEASE NOTE * 

 

 The Church Office & Cathedral Shop will be closed Friday, 

December 23—Monday, December 26, as well as Saturday, 

December 31—Monday, January 2. 

Parishioners often wish they knew how to invite 

a loved one or neighbor to church, or back to 

church.  The following letter is available in the 

narthex today, enclosed with our schedules and 

information about upcoming musical events.  

Please feel free to take as many as you need to 

extend an invitation to others during this 

Christmas season. (Or give them this bulletin!) 

 

� 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

 The Cathedral Community wishes you 

the joys and blessings of the Christmas 

season and invites you to join us for any of 

our Christmas celebrations.  

 We know that many things can keep a 

person away from Church or from a parish 

community.  If you have had difficult church 

experiences, we are sorry and urge you to 

give us another chance to convey our 

community’s welcome and support. 

 Christmas celebrates the birth of Jesus, 

the one who offers comfort and rest to all 

who are troubled or burdened.  Grateful for 

Jesus’ promise and his presence among us, 

our community tries to learn from Jesus, to 

encourage one another in hope and love, and 

to lighten the burdens of all in need.  

 We extend a warm invitation and hope 

you will visit us at Christmas or any time in 

the future.  Enclosed please find our regular 

Mass schedule, as well as our Christmas 

schedule and information about upcoming 

musical events. 

 May your holiday be an experience of 

the Love that has been born into this world. 

 

Merry Christmas, 

 

 

The Staff and Parishioners of the Cathedral 

Community 

 



 Pastoral Perspectives  

    

 Three-year old Gracie was playing in 

the living room, testing things out. Her 

mother saw her pick up a nickel, examine 

it, and then swallow it. The mother 

immediately picked her up, turned her 

upside down and pounded her on the back. 

Whereupon, Gracie coughed up two 

dimes. 

 Now the mother was really worried. Hysterically, she 

shouted to her husband who was out in the back yard. “Gracie 

just swallowed a nickel and coughed up two dimes. Hurry! Tell 

me what to do!” The father shouted back, “keep feeding her 

nickels. We can use the money!” 

 The biblical estimate of a single person’s worth is beyond 

our human comprehension. On the very first page, the bible 

says that human beings are created in God’s image. We are the 

creation of a God who loves us so much, values us so highly, 

that He gave us His only Son in death that we might live. And 

through Jesus Christ, God became one of us to tell us, in the 

most emphatic way possible, that he treasures us more than our  

finite minds can ever comprehend. This is uniquely true of each 

one of us.    

 This third weekend of Advent continues the message of 

John the Baptist. There were three outstanding things about 

John’s message. It began by demanding that people should 

share with one another. It was a social gospel that laid it down 

that God challenges the person who is content to have too much 

while others have too little. It ordered a person not to leave his 

or her job, but to work out salvation by doing that job as it 

should be done. Let the tax collector be a good tax collector; let 

the soldier be a good soldier. It was a person’s duty to serve 

God where God had placed the person. It was  John’s 

conviction that nowhere can a person serve God better than in 

their daily work. Thirdly, John was quite sure that he himself 

was only the forerunner. The king was still to come and with 

him there would come judgment. The winnowing fan was a 

great flat wooden shovel. With it the grain was tossed into the 

air. The heavy grain fell to the ground and the chaff was blown 

away. And just as the chaff was separated from the grain so the 

King would separate the good and the bad. But it was a 

judgment which a person could meet with confidence if the 

person had discharged their duty to neighbor and faithfully 

done the days work. Wouldn’t Jesus say the same thing later in 

the parable of the sheep and the goats?  

 We have heard these teachings of the Baptist read many 

times in Advent liturgies. What John represents is the earnest 

and heroic first stage of the “God journey.” It seems to be the 

good and needed beginning. It’s important to know that Jesus’ 

gospel of love cannot be understood until we’ve faced John the 

Baptist’s gospel of repentance. It is the first step into the 

kingdom. 

 John the Baptist defines genuine repentance by its fruit – 

what we today call “results.” “If you are repentant,” the Baptist 

would say, “produce the appropriate fruits. May these final 

days of Advent be a blessing as we complete our preparation 

time with a renewed spirit. 

• Thought for the week: Mountains are removed by first 

shoveling away the small stones. 

• Smile for the week:  Many people spend their health for 

wealth and then try to spend their wealth for health. 

God bless! Have a wonderful week! 

Fr. Kevin McKenna 

Page 2 

The Cathedral Community 

December 18, 2011 

Next Sunday, December 25, 2011, is Christmas, 

the feast of The Nativity of the Lord. 

 The church has chosen a variety of readings for 

Christmas.  The readings you hear will depend on the time 

that you attend Mass.  Different readings are heard at the 

Vigil Mass, at Midnight, at dawn and during Christmas day. 

 In each case, the Old Testament reading comes from the 

prophet Isaiah.  Centuries before the birth of Jesus, when the 

people of Israel were still in captivity, God spoke through  

Isaiah’s rich imagery and described the new relationship that 

God would have with his people.  This relationship would be 

brought about through the coming of the Messiah who would 

rule over the people of Israel in a new way.  All of the Isaiah 

readings contrast the days of captivity, when the people were 

desolate, forsaken and menaced by the taskmaster’s rod, 

with the new freedom established by the Messiah.  The 

Messiah’s dominion “is vast and forever peaceful,” and he 

will call his people “my delight.” 

 The Gospel readings are taken from Matthew, Luke and 

John and all proclaim various aspects of the nativity account.  

Matthew, whom we usually hear at the vigil Mass, begins 

with a genealogy of Jesus and concludes just before the birth 

of Jesus.  Luke’s Gospel shares the account that we most 

often think of when we picture the nativity.  And, John, with 

his more poetic images, describes Jesus as “the Word,” one 

with God from the beginning, now entering the world as the 

“light [that] shines in the darkness.”  John includes the words 

of John the Baptist who affirms that Jesus is, in fact, the one 

of whom he has testified.  

         Rose Davis 

Scripture Study for Next Sunday 

 This weekend, December 18,  those at 

youth Drop-In will help with Advent 

projects. So, come and join us! 

1:00 pm: Giving Tree Gift Wrapping— 

 Narthex 

6-8 pm: Drop-In—Making scarves for the 

refugees—Convent Multi- Purpose Room 

 We still have to put the finishing 

touches on the Church in preparation for 

Christmas!  If you have a couple of hours 

on Friday, December 23, please call 

Bonnie at 254-0174 or Pamela at 254-3221, x104. 

IMPORTANT HOLIDAY DEADLINES 

FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 ALL announcements & inserts/flyers are due to the 

Church Office for the following bulletins:      

Monday, December 19 for 

December 24/25 (Christmas) 

December 31/January 1 (New Year’s/Solemnity) 

Wednesday, December 21 for 

January 7/8, 2012 

 E-mail submissions can be sent to prickerl@dor.org. 

 Regular Sunday announcements must be submitted to the 

office by Thursday at noon. 
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��������������� We have just a little to go, won’t you help if 

you haven’t???  Thank you to all who have contributed 

already!   We are very grateful for your generosity! 

Catholic Ministries Appeal 

          LITURGY CORNER 

Taking time to prepare for our Sunday 

Celebration~~~ 

   

g{x atà|ä|àç Éy à{x _ÉÜw 

 

Collect Prayer for the Mass during the Day 

 

 O God, who wonderfully created the dignity of human 

 nature and still more wonderfully restored it, grant, we pray,  

 that we may share in the divinity of Christ, 

 who humbled himself to share in our humanity.  

 Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

 one God, for ever and ever. 

 Amen. 

 

 Yes, in praying this Collect prayer during this week, we 

are entering into our final preparations for the feast of the 

Nativity of The Lord.   

 Imagine that on Christmas morning you pick up the 

newspaper and see this prayer printed in the largest possible 

print covering the entire front page.  That is unlikely, but it is 

for each of us to ponder this great mystery and be that front 

page through our love, compassion, and joy.   

 “The Word became flesh and lived among us” (John 

1:14).  Every thing and every process—is sacred and holy and 

lives in Christ.  “In the beginning was the Word….All things 

came into being through him, and without him not one thing 

came into being” (John 1:1,3). 

 In the silence, become aware of the LOVE that embraced 

the Word to experience every moment of our human process, 

from gestation in a mother’s womb, birth, childhood, teen 

years, life in an ordinary family and community.  He loved us 

so much he wanted to have the full human experience from 

conception to death.  “Though he was in the form of God, he 

emptied himself…being born in human likeness and being 

found in human form and became obedient to the point of 

death” (Ephesians 2: 6-8). 

 Be open to the grace that fills your life and the whole of 

creation.  Maybe by some miracle the day will come when this 

celebration will be the central news on the front page of every 

paper. 

 Celebrate Love!  Be faithful to prayer.  

Holidays & Faith Formation 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU  

 

 This past weekend’s Breakfast with St. 

Nicholas was attended by over 200 people!  Visitors 

enjoyed a pancake & sausage breakfast, visits with 

St. Nicholas as well as with Santa and his elf, face 

painting, shopping, raffles, & music. 

 This event wouldn’t have been such a success without the help 

and support of:  Boy Scout Pack # 68, Boy Scout Troop # 68, the 

Cathedral Community staff, the Children’s Faith Formation staff, 

the Knights of Columbus, & the Parish Life committee.  Thank you 

to all of these groups for your support.  A special thank you goes out 

to:  John & Andrea Fien, Patti Grasso, Bernie & Blake Herring, 

John Larish, Bill Moroz, & Edna Ortiz for “going the extra mile” to 

make the day special for the kids.  Thank you to the teachers & 

students in our 5

th

–8

th

 grade Faith Formation classes, for so 

beautifully putting on our living nativity.  Finally, a thank you goes 

out to these area businesses who made donations for this event:  

Price Rite, Tim Horton’s on Lake Avenue, Tops Friendly Markets, 

Wegmans, & Wal-Mart.  

    THIS Sunday, December 18-Family 

Mass, 9:15.  No religious education (RE) classes. 

Children participating in Christmas Eve Pageant – 

meet in the nursery after 11:15 Mass. 

Saturday, December 24 – 4 pm -Family Mass &  

 pageant 

Sunday, December 25 – No RE classes 

Sunday, January 1 – No RE classes 

Sunday, January 8 – RE classes resume 

 11am-12pm. Rectory Hall – parent meeting for 

families considering their child’s preparation for 

Confirmation and/or First Communion in Spring 

2012.  Registration forms for this preparation are 

available in the narthex.  

Most Rev. Matthew H. Clark, Bishop of Rochester 
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Friday  8:30 am - 4:30 pm 
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