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The Cathedral Community
296 Flower City Park, Rochester, NY 14615
(585) 254-3221
www.cathedralcommunity.org ~ cathedralcommunity(@dor.org

Our Mission Statement
We are an urban, Roman Catholic parish that worships and gathers
at the Cathedral of the Diocese of Rochester.
Our mission is to reach all in our community and beyond,
teach the word of God, and send forth ministers of the Gospel.

MASS AND CONFESSION TIMES
Celebration of the Eucharist

Monday-Friday
Saturday
Sunday

6:30 am & 12:10 pm
8:00 am; Vigil—4:00 pm
7:00, 9:15 & 11:15 am, 5:00 pm

Celebration of Penance

Friday
Saturday

4:45 - 5:15 pm
2:30-3:30 pm & 7:45 - 8:15 pm
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Monday-Friday

8:30 am - 4:30 pm

Arrangements for Anointing of the Sick/Communion, Baptism,
and Marriage may be made by calling the Church Office.

THE CATHEDRAL SHOP HOURS

Monday-Thursday
Sundays

10:00 am - 4 pm
9:30 am - 12:30 pm, 4:30 - 6:30 pm

For inquiries, please call 254-3221, x102
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Pastoral Perspectives

Victims of Life? Or masters of our life?
Passively being devastated by each crisis? Or
actively finding the solutions to our problems?
These are the questions that confront us
throughout our lives. These are also the
questions that Mary answered by taking
control of her life.

Look at her situation. She was a young girl, probably a
teenager of high school age, who was told that she was chosen
to be the mother of the Lord. Now that all sounded wonderful
and beautiful and lofty. But then the angel Gabriel left. And her
life rapidly went downbhill.

First she had to convince her parents that she did nothing
wrong, even though she was pregnant. Then she had to deal
with her intended husband Joseph. He was the one who was
particularly devastated. He had made plans to send her away. It
took divine intervention to stop him. Mary had to put up with
the wagging tongues of her neighbors.

Then there was the trip to Bethlehem at the end of the
pregnancy when she couldn’t even find a place to deliver the
baby. Our nativity scenes are pretty, but barns are not. Most
women want their mothers with them when they go into labor.
Mary’s mother was not there. In fact, Mary wouldn’t see her
mother again for years after she and Joseph left Galilee for they
had to flee for their lives to Egypt.

When eventually they did return to Palestine, Mary and
Joseph tried to establish a normal life, but nothing was to be
normal. Even a visit to the Temple resulted in the child being
lost. When Jesus’ public life began, Mary was present putting

up with people who did not understand her Son, and even
Continued on page 2...
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opposed him even to death. She had to wonder why Jesus
chose such strange individuals to be his disciples. Her grief
at the passion and death of the Lord are beyond our
comprehension. This was Mary’s life. Not exactly a lot of
fun.

Crisis after crisis hit her. Was she a victim, devastated
by the latest negativity? Not at all. Scripture is quite clear
that Mary took control of her life. Once pregnant, she had
only one goal, to care for that child and to present to the
world her son, our Savior.

Mary’s life is an example to us to take control of our
lives. Many people give up on themselves. “This is too hard.
I just can’t do it. I'm not smart enough. I’m not handsome
enough. I’'m not pretty enough.” But there are some who
take a more pro-active approach. “I will get this. I will get
smarter. | will use my talents and develop new ones. | will
take control of my life.”

Mary took control of her life. But why? Because she
had a mission — to present her Son to the world as its Savior.

Just as Mary was resolved to make God present in the
world through her faith and obedience, we are called to
make God present to the world. Where is it that I give up?
When is it that the negative forces of the world take control
of me? Am I easily devastated? Or do I assert the strength,
the power of God that I have been given at my baptism? Do
I master the life that God gave me?

o Thought for the week: Get your exercise today: Walk
with the Lord.

o Smile for the week: People who say they sleep like a
baby usually don’t have one.

God bless! Have a wonderful week
and a wonderful New Year!
Fr. Kevin McKenna
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Lessons & Carols
at the Cathedral

Sunday, January 8, at 2:00 pm.

coming to the wider community.
A special feature will be the inclusion of John Bell's

version of the children’s story, “Michael Mouse,” a touching
story of Michael’s yearning to see and find a gift for the new

born King.

Join Bishop Clark, the Cathedral Choir and

instrumentalists and featuring Laura Osgood, guest soloist,
for this glorious and touching conclusion to the Christmas
Feasts.

For more information, contact Ginny Miller at 254-3221,

The Cathedral Community will close
its celebration of the Christmas Season
with Epiphany Lessons & Carols on

In story and music, we will remember
the promise of a Savior, Jesus’ birth in
Bethlehem, and the manifestation of his

Next Sunday, January 8, 2012, is the feast of the
Epiphany of the Lord. The readings will be [saiah
60:1-6; Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6; and Matthew 2:1-12.

Next Sunday’s Epiphany feast celebrates the
revelation of Christ to the world beyond Bethlehem,
beyond the nation of Israel to all the nations of the
world and to all generations. An “epiphany” is a
manifestation of something previously hidden. It is
what St. Paul refers to in the second reading as a
“mystery...made known...by revelation...not made
known to people in other generations” but now
revealed.

In next Sunday’s Old Testament reading, Isaiah
challenges Israel to recognize the Lord’s presence and
to see what the Lord is already beginning to do for
them. “Your light has come, the glory of the Lord
shines upon you.” And he encourages them to imagine
the impact that the manifestation of God will have on
them “Nations will walk by your light...your sons
come from afar, and your daughters in the arms of their
nurses....you shall be radiant...your heart shall throb...
the riches of the sea ...and wealth...shall be brought
before you....”

Each of the Gospel writers wrote with a particular
audience in mind. Matthew, from whom we will hear
next week, was primarily speaking to Jews and
Christians of Jewish descent, along with some Gentiles
(those of foreign, non-Jewish background.) By quoting
the Old Testament, Matthew takes care to show them
that Jesus is the fulfillment of all their Old Testament
prophecies, including those foretelling a king who will
be savior for all. Matthew recounts the visit of “magi
from the east,” wise foreigners, led by a star, that
recalls another Old Testament prophecy. In the magi
event, the divine Savior is revealed to the whole world,
Jewish and non-Jewish alike. Matthew also includes
other images in his epiphany account —King Herod, the
chief priests and the scribes, a star, warnings in a
dream- that suggest the connection between Jesus and
the figures and other prophecies of the Old Testament
Jewish scriptures.

Our Epiphany readings reflect all of the joy,
promise, and challenge that occur when God enters into
our world. Having encountered the presence of God,
nothing can ever again be the same; old ways are
challenged, perhaps threatened, new life becomes
possible. When we embrace, in our lives, the Savior
who has been revealed to us, our lives can become
“epiphany events” for others.

Rose Davis
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LITURGY CORNER

Taking time to prepare for our
Sunday Celebration~~

O God, who on this day

revealed your only Begotten Son to the nations

by the guidance of a star,

grant in your mercy

that we, who know you already by faith,

may be brought to behold the beauty of your
sublime glory.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy spirit,

one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

LIGHT! The light of a star led the Magi to the
place where Jesus was. Light is a strong symbol for
us. We hold the LIGHT of Christ within us. The
LIGHT permeates all of creation. Jesus is the
sublime LIGHT.

In the silence, behold the LIGHT within and all
around you. Gently caress the LIGHT. Become
aware how you nourish the LIGHT. Where do you
bring the LIGHT? Who brings the LIGHT to you?

Bishop Robert Morneau offers these words as
the ending of a recent poem. They bring LIGHT.

“It’s a waste of time to keep gazing at ourselves;
God is the Magnet of the Universe,

drawing us home;

Joy is the greatest instrument for evangelization;
Our spiritual duty is to receive and transmit grace;
adoration is our response to God’s immense
beauty.”

Be filled with LIGHT! Be faithful to prayer.

Dear Fr. McKenna,

Thank you and your parish community so very much for your
generous response to Bishop Clark’s emergency appeal for East
Africa.

Catholic Relief Services (the global humanitarian relief and
development organization of the US Catholic community) and their
local partners in the region are working around the clock to
respond. Your generosity is helping Catholic Relief Services be
the messengers of hope and care in this dire situation.

Kathy Dubel
Diocesan Coordinator, Catholic Relief Services

The Cathedral Community
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* PLEASE NOTE *

The Church Office and Cathedral Shop
will be closed Monday, January 2 due to the
holiday.

No Youth
Drop-In.
come and sit
with the group at Lessons & Carols at
2:00 pm in the Church. Later, Youth Drop-In is from
6-8 pm in the Convent Multi-Purpose Room.

Fathers for Good

A program open to all men to explore, share, & celebrate
fatherhood. We will reflect on how we spend time with our
families. This month’s topic is “Family Time.”
Thursday, January 5 from 7-8 PM
Sacred Heart Cathedral — Rectory Hall
For inquiries, call Sean @ (585) 301-8614.

Just a reminder: Classes
resume on Sunday, January 8,
2012.

God Bless These Children
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